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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe  
all that I have commanded you. And behold,  
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)
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NOTES



What stuck out to you as you read this weekend’s Scripture  
passages? 

Did these verses raise any questions as you read?

Where do we see Jesus Christ in these verses?

As you read this weekend’s Scripture, ask yourself,  
“Are these verses…
 1. teaching me something?”
 2. telling me to stop doing something I am doing?”
 3. correcting some wrong thinking or behavior?” 
 4. preparing me to live more effectively for him?”

Write down the name of someone who might benefit from  
hearing what you’ve seen in the Bible.

Why is this passage in this particular book of the Bible? What 
might the Bible lose if this passage was left out? What’s the  
author’s main point? (Try to sum up your answer in one sentence.)

DI S C U S SION QU E ST ION S
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Contributed by Darryl One, Elder 

DAY 46  — M U LT I PLY

Multiplication Through Suffering
Acts 14:19-23

 America is considered a Christian nation with 205 million 
adherents according to the 2019 US Census. It is amazing that  
these numbers began with only one man, Jesus Christ, who  
after His death entrusted the spread of Christianity to His  
twelve apostles. How did they manage to spread the Word  
so effectively? Multiplication through suffering.   
 The Twelve went into the world and immediately faced 
persecution from Rome for bringing a competing message and  
king against the power of the emperor. Many, such as the apostles 
Peter and James, paid for their faith with their lives, and many 
more after them have done the same. This example led to the 
explosion of Christianity because it showed people willing to die 
for their message which led to a willingness to listen. Through the 
centuries, this example of being willing to be persecuted and die 
for this faith moved millions to accept Christ into their lives. Even 
today, across the world, Christians are suffering for the gospel.   
 The apostle Paul won over crowds and in return was stoned 
and left for dead. He recovered and continued to win more 
crowds in more cities while encouraging and strengthening 
those who had become believers. Paul suffered and was 
constantly persecuted yet was effective in winning souls for 
Christ. Persecution was one of his biggest credentials and it 
opened the door to many people’s hearts and minds.   
 Paul multiplied the power of the gospel by suffering. We can 
do the same.   

NEXT STEP  ::  Have you ever been persecuted for your faith? If 
you haven’t, do you feel prepared for persecution and suffering to 
come your way?   
 Dear God, I know your Word tells us that ALL Christians will 
suffer. Help us to embrace persecution, endure suffering, and 
know that You require it, You allow it, and You will help us through 
it. Please help me to be prepared to suffer for You in a godly way 
and to endure persecution with joy.



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L E C T



Contributed by Ryan Barr, Elder 

DAY 47  — M U LT I PLY

Connecting At A Deeper Level
Acts 17:16-34

 During the 6th century B.C., Athens was hit by a serious 
plague. The Athenians believed one of their “gods” must 
have caused it, but they couldn’t figure out which one; and no 
amount of sacrifice was bringing the plague to an end. They 
assumed that they missed a god and after a sacrifice to this 
“unknown god”, the plague ended. Statues were erected all over 
Greece as a reminder that there was a god who is good and 
greater than their lesser gods.   
 When Paul entered Athens over 600 years later, he was 
deeply distressed by their idol worship. He recognized that he 
could not accurately portray the greatness of the one true God by 
falling back on his typical method of reasoning with the Jews in 
the synagogues.   
 Paul was able to build a foundation of understanding based 
upon that culture’s history so that the people were willing to listen 
to the truth of the gospel message. In verses 23-24, Paul used the 
history of their “unknown god” to connect and then share the truth 
of Jesus and the hope that only He can bring!   
 I think we can learn a ton from Paul’s example here:   

• Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit. Paul was stirred to action  
by the Holy Spirit and God was glorified!   

• Don’t just sit around and wait for an opportunity! Paul 
went out to the people and met them where they were.   

• Ask questions and learn about those you are talking to! 
Paul did an amazing job of showing us how to reach the 
lost through relating to them on a deeper level.   

• Be faithful and true to the gospel of Jesus Christ! God  
is in control, and we are His messenger.      

NEXT STEP  ::  Father God, thank You for Your love and 
salvation. Lord, please help me to be attentive to Your stirring in 
my heart and that I am willing to follow Your call and share the 
message of Your love and salvation to those around me. 



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L E C T



DAY 48  — M U LT I PLY

Godly Leadership
Titus 1:5-9  /  1 Timothy 3:1-7

A man who wants to lead the orchestra,  
must turn his back on the crowd! (Max Lucado)   

 Every aspect of life rises and/or falls based on leadership.  
The success of a home is influenced by the leadership within  
that home. The same is true for businesses, the military, schools,  
our community, and the church. The writer of Proverbs says,  
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any 
people.” (Proverbs 14:34). Our lives are so much bigger than we 
can ever imagine!   
 There was a season in my life when I was a volunteer Hunter 
Safety Instructor for the California Department of Fish and Game. 
One of my aims as a teacher was not only to teach how to hunt 
and handle firearms safely, but also how to conduct one’s life in 
such a way that would not dishonor themselves or the sport in 
which they participated.   
 The same principal is true in any business, and especially 
in our churches. No one expects any of us to be perfect, but 
it is how we handle our failings that is most telling. When we 
offend, do we humble ourselves, accept responsibility, and seek 
forgiveness? Or do we lie, find an excuse, walk away from an 
offense, or even worse, dig a deeper hole with our anger? What 
kind of leader would you want to follow?   
 These characteristics are for us all! While they are especially 
necessary when we select the leadership of our church, every 
one of these traits ought to be evident and characterize our lives. 
If you were to give yourself a grade on each of these traits, how 
would you score yourself? Isn’t it great that the Lord accepts and 
loves us wherever we are in our lives, and graciously beckons us 
to continue to surrender and follow Him?   
   
NEXT STEP  ::  Thank You, Heavenly Father, for Your gracious 
work in my life. Help my life be a reflection of Your awesome work 
and presence!  Contributed by Lonnie Skiles, Pastor of Next Steps



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L E C T



Contributed by Rick Elliott

DAY 49  — M U LT I PLY

Multiplying The Joy Of Faith
Philippians 1:21-27

 Paul helps us put our lives and purpose in perspective 
(Romans 14:7-9). He understood the significant importance of 
sharing the Gospel throughout the entire world because he was a 
man of great faith (2 Timothy 4:6-7). Paul knew that true joy comes 
from an intimate personal trust in Jesus Christ and serving Him. 
He knew that his joy grew as he helped to advance the kingdom 
of God on Earth.   
 All the good works Paul did were based on a sure foundation 
—the very truth of the word of God (1 Corinthians 3:11). Paul could 
see our needs and that Jesus Christ was what we needed most. 
This is what should be in the heart of every missionary and every 
church.   
 I know two missionaries in Africa that ran an orphanage. They 
found an abandoned boy about 2 years old and rescued him. 
Every day they would tell him that they would raise him and feed 
him. While he believed them, they noticed he still took food every 
night and hid it under his pillow. This was part of his daily survival 
routine.   
 Then one night, he stopped hiding the food under his pillow, 
and they knew the boy’s belief had become a trusting belief. Later 
this little boy came to know Jesus and now, as a grown man, he 
serves God in Africa and God’s kingdom is a little bit bigger. Big 
Valley Grace was blessed to have played a role in this story 
through our faithful giving to missions.   

NEXT STEP  ::  God’s church multiplies, and we experience joy 
when we do good works for God through our faith and our faithful 
giving. Are you doing your part for God?



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...
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Contributed by Lonnie Skiles, Pastor of Next Steps

DAY 50  — M U LT I PLY

Jesus Prays For Us!
John 17:20-26  /  Philippians 2:1-4  /  Psalms 133:1

 In 1996 I was one of the 49,500 men who assembled in 
Oakland Coliseum as a part of a Promise Keepers event. Men 
from every denomination and from every part of the state filled 
the Coliseum to worship and hear various men challenge the 
crowd to live strong for Jesus.  
 I’ll never forget when one of the speakers asked the men to 
loudly state the name of their church. All 49K+ plus men shouted 
the name of their church or city where they had come from. The 
noise was deafening and indistinguishable. After the men quieted 
down some, the speaker asked, “Who do we worship?!” And with 
one loud voice, in unison was the shout, “JESUS!”  
 On the last night Jesus was with His disciples, before He went 
to the Garden to pray, Jesus closed out the evening meeting with 
a prayer to His Heavenly Father. Jesus prayed for you and me that 
night, “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also 
who believe in Me through their word…” (v. 20) Jesus wasn’t just 
thinking of the twelve men that He was soon to leave behind, but 
He was thinking about you and me as well!  
 Jesus’ desire for us is not that we would be taken out of the 
world and be spared from various testings and afflictions (v. 15), 
but among the things that Jesus asks is that we would be one in 
Christ such that the world may believe that God the Father sent 
Jesus to be our eternal joy and delight (v. 21, 23).  
 It is easy for us to get caught up and focused on all of our 
differences. But Jesus makes it clear that the cross was for us 
all--Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, rich or poor, 
or any ethnicity (Galatians 3:28). Christ’s sacrifice creates one 
large family, His body, joyfully working in fulfilling His kingdom 
purposes.  

NEXT STEP  ::  Father in Heaven, may the most distinguishing 
characteristic in my life be that I am wholeheartedly following You! 



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...
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