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Do your best to present yourself to God  
as one approved, a worker who  

has no need to be ashamed,  
rightly handling the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV)
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NOTES



What stuck out to you as you read this weekend’s Scripture  
passages? 

Did these verses raise any questions as you read?

Where do we see Jesus Christ in these verses?

As you read this weekend’s Scripture, ask yourself,  
“Are these verses…
 1. teaching me something?”
 2. telling me to stop doing something I am doing?”
 3. correcting some wrong thinking or behavior?” 
 4. preparing me to live more effectively for him?”

Write down the name of someone who might benefit from  
hearing what you’ve seen in the Bible.

Why is this passage in this particular book of the Bible? What 
might the Bible lose if this passage was left out? What’s the  
author’s main point? (Try to sum up your answer in one sentence.)

DI S C U S SION QU E ST ION S
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Contributed by Deby Turnrose

DAY 36  — E QU I P

Pass It On
2 Timothy 2:1-2

 I remember my first Easter Sunday. It came as a surprise. You 
see, I began to follow the Lord in my mid-20’s. When you start 
your journey with God at that age, there are a few gaps in your 
Sunday School education. That Easter Sunday, I entered the 
church as if it were any other day. “Because He Lives” was playing 
on the organ. “He has risen,” the pastor began. The people 
around me responded in unison, “He has risen indeed.” Then, like 
a rock, it hit me. Jesus is alive! Easter is the day we remember. I 
looked around the church like I had just discovered gold!   
 In 2 Timothy 2:1-2, Paul is writing from a dungeon knowing 
he was about to die. He has some last words for Timothy. Be 
encouraged, Paul implores, “in the grace that is Christ Jesus.”  
It was Paul that wrote about God’s grace being sufficient for  
him and that grace was made perfect in Paul’s weakness.  
(2 Corinthians 12:9) Paul wants Timothy to remember everything 
he taught him and to pass it on so that others too will be  
equipped to tell others of the saving grace of Jesus, our Savior.   
 Many Easters have passed since that first Easter Sunday. It’s  
God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit that has kept me 
close to Him, His Word and solid Biblical teaching. All this in order 
to encourage others in God’s wonderful grace.   

NEXT STEP  ::  Thank the Lord for His unending grace. Thank 
the Lord for those who teach us His truths. Pray that the Lord 
brings to us opportunities to share what we are learning.



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L E C T



Contributed by Darryl One, Elder 

DAY 37  — E QU I P

What Does A Believer Look Like
Colossians 3:12-17

 There are usually distinct characteristics in people that tell you 
something about them. If they are 6’6” tall with a muscular and 
athletic build, chances are they are basketball players. If they wear 
a suit and carry a copy of the Wall Street Journal, they are most 
likely involved in finance or investment. These, of course, are 
physical characteristics. However, can you tell anything about a 
person just by the way they behave? That is a little more difficult.   
 Let us say you meet someone who always helps others, 
is patient and gentle to everyone, and never takes credit for 
anything themself, giving the glory to others. In addition to 
that, say they never complain about anything and forgive every 
offense. Is there really anyone like that? Who can do those things, 
even part of the time? What would you do to become that person?   
 Well, the answer is that you can! The road to this supernatural 
transformation is available to anyone who wants it. The key is in 
the above verses; “those who have been chosen of God,” and “let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” Those who have given 
their lives to Christ are believers and, as such, are on the road to 
becoming like Him. That means becoming all these things above 
and more.   
 Let us continue to let Christ rule in our hearts and to allow His 
transforming power to make us more like Him.    

NEXT STEP  ::  Have you worked towards and prayed for God to 
make you more compassionate, kind, humble, and patient? Have 
you studied the Word so you can point to the Word to teach and 
admonish others?  
 Dear God, I want to be more compassionate, kind, humble, 
and patient. Help me to have a stronger desire to study Your 
Word and to do everything in Your name.



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L E C T



Contributed by Amy Mohler

DAY 38  — E QU I P

Rooted
Colossians 2:6-7

 Every summer my boys and I love to plant sunflowers in the 
garden. Our family enjoys watching them shoot up above our 
heads and to see their brilliant, sun-like flowers. They grow so 
easily and very little seems to bother them. Not even the gusty 
winds or lack of water from their forgetful gardener seem to hinder 
them the least bit. When the garden is done and we dig them up, 
it becomes easy to see why they are so resilient. The sunflower 
grows a sturdy root to access nutrients and moisture further down 
in the soil. This way they are able to withstand the seasons of 
drought and remain standing strong.   
 In Colossians 2:6-7, Paul tells us that as believers in Christ, we 
are also to grow roots. “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus 
as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in 
him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness.” When we spend time growing in our faith, not 
only is our faith strengthened, but we also become overflowing 
with thankfulness! In Jeremiah 17:7-8 and Psalms 1:2-3 we read 
that a person who trusts in the Lord and delights in God’s word, 
meditating on it day and night, will be like a tree planted by a 
stream. That tree doesn’t wither when the heat comes because  
its roots are fed deep down by the stream.   
 When we put into practice trusting God and delighting in 
His Word (reading it, meditating on it, applying those truths in 
our lives), then we also grow strong roots in our faith. We are 
strengthened in God’s truths, overflowing with thankfulness, and 
equipped to withstand the seasons of drought or storms in our 
lives.   

NEXT STEP  ::  Lord, help me to stay planted in Your Word daily 
and to keep meditating on Your Words so I can apply them in my 
life. Help me to dig my roots deep in Your truth so that I can be 
overflowing with thankfulness and shine for You!



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L E C T



Contributed by Michele Aguilar

DAY 39  — E QU I P

Empty Tool Belt
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

 While trying to complete a project at home, we realized we 
didn’t have the right tool to finish the job. A trip to the hardware 
store was needed. Once we had what we needed, we were able 
to complete the job.  
 With God, we will always have what we need. God makes sure 
we are equipped to navigate life and be a blessing to others. Our 
ultimate tool is the Bible. But God, through the Holy Spirit, also 
gives us gifts to share the gospel with others. In Romans 12:6 we 
read, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us.” And those gifts are different for each one of us. There 
are different kinds of gifts and various ways to serve, but we are 
all working for the same Lord (1 Corinthians 12:4-5).  
 Some receive the gift of wisdom while others may receive 
the gift of encouragement. Yet others are called to teach and 
preach, others to give and show mercy. While we all have different 
gifts, they all come from the Holy Spirit, and no one gift is more 
important than the other. Together we love God, love people, and 
make disciples.    

NEXT STEP  ::  Father, thank You for equipping us with the 
tools of service that You desire for us. May we use them to be a 
blessing to You. Thank You for the love, grace, and mercy You 
bestow on us.



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...

R E F L E C T



Contributed by Lonnie Skiles, Pastor of Next Steps

DAY 40  — E QU I P

Divinely Orchestrated
1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 18  /  Ephesians 2:8-10

 I marvel at the Lord’s creative design. I never cease to be 
fascinated by the diversity of His creation, from the smallest 
beetle and insect to the magnificent nebulas of our universe, 
and everything in between. Recently, as a family, we visited the 
Creation Museum in Kentucky and we were in awe of a bug 
collection that was on exhibit! The Lord must have had fun when 
He creatively made all the various species of insects, large and 
small!   
 In a comparable way, we each are wonderfully made! 
We were all made for God’s kingdom purposes within our 
generation. The Apostle Paul tells us that as our physical body 
has many parts, all essential, we too are an essential part of 
the Body of Christ. And we are at our best and healthiest when 
we are using our spiritual gifts and talents in obedience to the 
orchestration of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:14-16). In the same 
way a great conductor organizes his orchestra for an impressive 
performance and each musical piece plays in harmony with all 
the others, the Holy Spirit places and utilizes each member in the 
body just as He desires (1 Corinthians 12:18).   
     It is no accident where we live, work, or the recreational 
hobbies that we enjoy. All these have been divinely appointed  
to bring glory and exaltation to the work of Christ as a people  
who have been bought with a price and made new in Him  
(2 Corinthians 5:17).   
     The Lord has a special place for each of us. It is not we who are 
so great! It is the greatness of our God who loves us, empowers 
us, and places us in ministry to others so that Jesus might be 
better seen and known.    

NEXT STEP  ::  Father in heaven, I am humbled to think that I 
have been uniquely made by You and am deeply loved by You. 
May my life be a wonderful tool of grace in someone’s life today! 



 

What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk with God...
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